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WHAT ABOUT THE “"OTHER" ANIMALS?

]"-.d.1.|1'|- “._'nL'rLLI!L'l: Paul H:l'..l.d]u _fu&[m Hm.':l]ﬂl_, Belinda H:r..!L]u_l Rachelle Briscoe, Exin C].u'k., C]'ll:l'ﬂ '|'.J-|:.a|:'L.|.|h:|
Lindzy Jones, Jenny 111|J|:|1.|.g|.|r|'.‘ Fatry Schilling, Meg Stone
i |:.|:|§|.m:||i _‘.qua::um., H-m'll:m, MA

Last year, our Northern fur seals were relocated m Myste Aquarium & Instinute far Exploration and New York
Aquariwm while their new exhibit was being bualt. During this time, the manne mammal traimers had an opportency
to ey their hand at traning other kinds of amimals. We convinced de Visitor Experience staff and a few AUAriSs
thar we could 3 :mprmt the visiter I_'h.E'Il_r:IL:IlLL hrl. lr.al.l:lLl:l.g the Fmgs 1liln.l.d.".| snakes, fL*:]n lobsters, and purtles uill:lg
standard eperant conditioning techmiques.

We modified general handbing and acclimation techmiques, addressed sorme behavioral isswes, encouraged dhe anirmals
(5] rd:uu[:n:ru.[l.' fowr 1.-|."Iq.'|:i:||;.|.1':|.' |:lru\.'1.'du:n¢§:, and trained a ﬂ:l‘:w ]:ll.']mri::lrgliur:! l-ur the fian ::ll-i'l.

Developing an effective wiy 1o deliver the primary reinforcement was the most L]i..lJl.i.l:lg:l:ng aspect of waorking with
these animals. Reinforcement ranged from live fruit fies, crickets, and worms 1o 'ch]up eeze and brine shrmp.
None of these were nearly as easy to manage as the dead herring and smelt we were so accustomed to using. In
addition, we found the snakes were in a beague of their own as we were not allowed o use food with therm ar all,

'i"lr'q’tlrkjng with these 5]:l|.'l."i|:: Wil '|'|l.|.'|||.'|:l|.i:ug and i.ﬂ'lr;guhlg. I also g;u.-l.' the t:aiuing staff a better u.l:n]m_-ci.a:iun for
operant conditiening and the tdming of reinforcement as the lobseers tried our patience, the .ang-r:lﬁﬁh. learned target
di.‘-u:riﬂ'lil:ljliun, the ]umpﬁ.‘:h atale uu:|"|'||_'ar[$, the ]ungﬁﬁh fuﬂl.'rwl_'d 'I.argl.'!.‘: and gwiarnm I!]irul.Lg]'l rubes, the toad and bull
t:rug learned o keep thear cool, the poson dart I::mg]l;.iml.'bd about chicker traing, the snakes ned up for x-rays, the
sea dragons learned o eat dead Mysis sheimp, and the rumles did much more!

FIRST STEPS OF HUSBANDRY TRAINING AT MARE NOSTRUM AQUARIUM

Raphael Charren, Sophie Coller, Jean-Marie Dagourer, Florent De Gaspéris, Clément Gargani, Nicoks Hirel, Mathalie
Picke, Stéphane Riva®, Nathalie Verschrasgen
Aguarium Mare Mostewm, Montpelhier, France

Laocated in the south of France, Mare Mostrum was desigmeed m the late $0's a5 a traditional aquanium. A few months
hefore the grand opening in 2007, the running team was chosen by the owner (the agglomeration ol Montpellier), and
there was a wish to integrate animal training within the aquarisrs’ daily duties, wgether with, food preparation, warer
quality, and life SUPPOCT SYSIENY MOnItering. Thuugl:t mone of the aquarist team had experience in the animal training
field, it was decided to apply operant conditioning techniques as used with many zoological species. Since training is
stall in ins inr'am:_-.- in the true aquarium world, we engaged the help of a consultant. From the very beginning we wsed
positive reinforcement with African penguing (Sphemiscus demersu), fish such as sawfish (Privis microdon), howmouth
guitarfish {Rbina areopizstama), leopard ray (Aefobafus nartmart), and luter with zebra sharks | Stepostooma faciatum). Our
firse steps, had successes, errors, and difficulries in pursuing this goal in a Ful."i]i.[J' nest desigmed for training. Numerous
techmical improvements or adaptations of the facilities were necessary to render thas |:-.mih]-:.’l‘ln: progress s sull very
slow but the resules already achieved are very rewarding.




