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Contributions of osteopathy to veterinary medicine through a case of 
paralysis in a California sea lion (Zalophus californianus). 
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When one of Nausicaa’s 23-year old California Sea Lions presented symptoms 

suggestive of lower limb paralysis, various tests (blood analysis, x-ray, ultrasound) 

were performed. These examinations were unremarkable and no reason for this 

sudden paralysis could be identified. The animal eating well and showing no signs of 

pain, no treatment was installed. It was decided to attempt helping him through the 

use of osteopathy. In the last 15 months, the sea lion has recovered some of its hind 

flippers’ mobility capabilities. This presentation describes the joint work of the various 

veterinary approaches and the results obtained. 

  


